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individual soul who is a mere instrument subserving the
Lord, meant for His exclusive use and satisfaction. The
syllable Y coming in between, indicates the inseparable
relationship between these two with a restriction
(niyamayati}. To explain, the sentient and the insentient
entities are both subservient to the Lord.

STANZA 2

The indeclinable 'namas9 which is the second unit
in the sacred mantra (pranava + namo narayanaya)
explains the essential nature of the individual soul. Namah
which literally means 'salutations to', can be split again
into two syllables and is read along with the syllable
'm' of the pranava. Thus we have the clause 'm', 'na'
and 'mah', which can be interpreted as ma, the jiva,
na=noi, /naA=mine [mah is genitive singular of 'm').
In other words it means that the jiva is not for his
own sake. Another interpretation: namah as a single
unbroken unit means 'salutations' which is the means
(upaya) of attaining salvation. Another interpretation: if
we split this indeclinable as 'na+mab' and then take
namah together as a single word, we get the expression
namah na mah. This means that the upaya mentioned
above is not for myself, that is, even that is for the
sake of the Lord. Finally by construing the two syllables
na+mah along with the last word of the mantrabrabman
we arrive at the expression narayanaya na mah, which
means that even the service which is the very purpose
of human existence is for the sake of the Lord and
not for anybody else.

In other words the term namab, connotes that (1)' the
individual is the subject of the Lord; (2) the means and
the goal of salvation are also dependent on the will of